

ADOPTED 8/23/16


Introduced by Council Member Bowman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Becton, Wilson, Brosche, Hazouri, Carter, Gulliford, Newby, Anderson and Ferraro:



RESOLUTION 2016-492-A
A RESOLUTION URGING THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO SELECT NAVAL STATION MAYPORT AS THE FIRST HOMEPORT FOR ITS NEW MQ-4C TRITON UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLE; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD COPIES OF THIS ADOPTED RESOLUTION TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CITY’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND TO THE U.S. NAVY’S CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the MQ-4C Triton is the United States Navy's newly developed Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) that will provide intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance over the world’s oceans and coastal regions; and


WHEREAS, Naval Air Station Jacksonville has been designated the East Coast Triton Operator Training Facility and Mission Control Center for the MQ-4C with a complement of over 300 personnel; and


WHEREAS, the Environmental Assessment for the home porting of four Tritons on the East Coast is nearly complete with the Navy planning on making a location decision in 2016; and 


WHEREAS, the Navy is considering Naval Station Mayport, NAS Key West, and the NASA Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia for its first homeport for the Triton squadron that will bring with it 400 personnel and their families; and


WHEREAS, Mayport is already a Navy key operational base which has full logistics, administration, family, medical, and housing support in the area; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville is the most military friendly city in the United States and has the support of the local residents, government, veterans, school system and community, and the lower cost of living in the Jacksonville area will save the Navy significant money in annual housing allowances for the assigned personnel; and


WHEREAS, having the Triton located near its Mission Control Center at NAS Jacksonville would provide significant synergy for management, personnel, and oversight of the program; and

WHEREAS, Mayport is an ideal location for Triton with its close proximity to the warning areas, Kings Bay Strategic Missile Submarines and UnderSea Warfare Training Range. Jacksonville is also not prone to hurricanes, having been free of Category 3 or larger hurricanes for over 100 years, and has a weather environment very conducive to Sensor Performance and See and Avoid Flight Operations; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Navy to designate Naval Station Mayport as the East Coast homeport for the MQ-4C Triton, welcomes the Triton Operator Training Facility and Mission Control Center to the community, and pledges its support of the new airframe and personnel with all possible assistance.

Section 2. 
Directive to Circulate. The City Council’s Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to forward copies of this adopted resolution to the members of the City’s Congressional delegation and to the U.S. Navy’s Chief of Naval Operations.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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